Seven of the best qualified people in the field have written chapters on various aspects of disc disease, nothing new but a summary of their previous papers. One wonders about the purpose of this book. It is too advanced as an introduction for the student and a research worker is, of course, obliged to study the original papers.
The editing of the book is very poor. Data are repeated from chapter to chapter, especially the anatomy of the spine. Worse, there are contradictions due to the fact that authors have been writing on subjects others are better equipped to do; an example follows.
In HANSEN'S 1952 monograph on disc degeneration the breed incidence is analyzed. He found in comparison with the breed distribution in the general dog population that certain breeds are predisposed and he also found the common denominator for these breeds, viz. the chondrodystrophoid constitution. The most resistant dog was the,fox terrier, a small but proportional dog without chondrodystrophoid characteristics.
MCGRATH, whose task it is to write about the neurologic examination in disc disease, also writes about breed predisposition. Here we get some other kind of information. He states, without reference to source, that all small dogs are predisposed and his list includes, among other dogs, the fox terrier. Sic! I d o not know whose responsibility it is to avoid inclusion of completely contradictory data like those. I presume it is the editor's.
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